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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY H, 409TH INFANTRY,
(103D INPANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK ON
GRASSBERG AND HOHENBERG HILLS, IN THE HARDT
MOUNTAINS (VICINITY OF WISSEMBOURG,GERMANY)
18 » 22 DECEMBER 1944,

(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph describes the action of Compsny H,
409th Infantry, 1034 Infentry Divisiom, in support of the
attaok on Grassberg and Hohemberg Eills in the Siegfried
Line in the Hardt Mountains north of Wissembourg, Germany,
12.22 December 1944, 7

For orientation purposes, a brief description of the
series of events leading up to the action contained herelin,
is neceasary.

By 8 November 1944, the advance of the Alllied forces in
Western Burope had progreasased to a line extenﬂing‘fram the
Swiss border in the vicinitj of Belfort, gemerally north to
the vieinity of Metz, Luxembourg, Arnhem, then west to the
North Sea. (1) (See Map A) The advance across France from
the wesat and from the south had been more rapid than was
entlcipated, which had resulted in the over extension of sup-
Ply lines, causing a temperary halt along the llne mentloned,
(2)

At this time, 8 November, the Allled strategy to bring
Germany to her lmees was unchanged, It was to Dbe accomplish

ed in three phases: first, to destroy or declslvely defeat

(1) A-10, p. 57: (2) A-7, p. 19,
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the German'Army woat of the Rhine River; second, to cross the
Rhine and establish bridgeheads on the east bank; third, to
drive into the heart of Germany 1ln sn all=out sffort to
bring the war to an ende. (3)

The €6th Army Group, located on the southern flank of
the Allled front, estimated that it cduld not support
logistically a coordinated attack before the middle of
November, (4) (See Map A)

On 13 November 1944, the United States Seventh Army
launched its November offenslive, which was coordinated wilth
en offensive all along the western front. (5) (See Map B)
This drive was to the northeast through the Vosges Mountelns
and had the mission of capturing Stresbourg and clearing 1ts
zone of the enemy west eof the Rhine. (6) (See Map B)

Strasbourg fell to the French 24 Armored Division on
23 November, which completed #hs first part of the mlssion.
The second part of this mission wes delayed due to the fact
that the Germens held the Celmar and Haguenau aress of the
Alsatian Plsin and both sides of the Vosges Mountslns, which
were situated aleng the Seventh Army's northern flenk, (7)
(See Map B)

Elements of the Filrst French Army, which were on the
Seventh Army's right, had driven to the Rhine north of Basel.
The pocket formed by the drive to the Rhine at this point and
&t Strasbourg was later to be known as the "Colmar Pocket".
(8) (See Map B) |

(3) A~2, p. 696; (4¢) A-7, p. 19; (5) A-5, v, 389, 421, -
423; (8] A-5, p. 403; (7} A5, p. 4223 (8) A=5, p. 420,
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On the Seventh Army's left, the United States Third Army
succeeded in the cspture of Metz on 22 November. (9)

The 8eventh Army's directlon of edvance was changed to
the nérth on 24 November, at which time it was given the
mission of assisting the Third Army in bresching the Sleg-
fried Line between the Rhine River and Sasrbruecken, Upon -
breaching the Siegfried Line, the Seventh Army was to explolt
any unopposed bridgehead across the Rhine south of Mannheim.
The Seventh Army's target was that part of the Siegfried Line
from Neuberg on the Rhine River to Bwelbruecken, The "punch”
was now to be directed at Germany west of the Rhine, (10)
(See Map C)

Intelligence had estimated that the enemy would not de-
feﬁd in strength anywhere éouth of the German border, Isolat-
od pockets of resistance were anticipated, but in general the
Germans were expected to fight delaying aﬁtiéns from successive
pogitions until they were back in the Slegfrled Line. There
they would make a stand to stop the sdvance. This estimate
was 1ssued by‘G-z, Seventh Ammy, early in December 1944. (11)
This informetion proved to be sheurate, for the Seventh Ammy's
attsck to tharnorth, which cormenced on 5 chamber, moved rapld.
ly sgainst relatively light resiétance, such as iaolaﬁed enemy
strong points and road blocks, until it hit the ocuter defenses
of the Siegfried Line on 17 December 1944. (12)

The 1034 Infantry Division which was a component of the-
Soventh'Army, leunched its attack across the 21n£zei River,

(9) A-5, p. 418; (10} &-5, p, 418, 454, 455, 462; (11)
A-5, p. 4623 (12) A~5, p. 476; 4-8, p. 42,

]

5



which:was at flood stage, early on 9 December 1944, snd joln-
ed the attack to the north. After pushing the attack from
the Zintszel along the Lower Vosges Mountain, it crossed the
Goermen border on 16 December with two regiments sbreast. The
ocuter defenses of the Siegfried Lina were a matter of hours

away. (13) (See Map C)

THE GERERAL SITUATIOR

The Lower Vosges or Hardt Mountains are & continuation
of the Vosges Mountain which extend from Savernme, France,
northward across the German border to a point east of Kalser-
slantern. kSaa Map A) This range consists of a series of
heavily wooded hills forming very steep corrldors, which run
rgenerally eaat and west., Some of these hills rise to the
heights of 2,300 feet, dominating the Rhine Flaln. The few
reads end trails throughout the Hardt Mountelns generelly fol-
low the corridors. The eastern slopes are steep and drop eoff
abruptly onto the Rulne Plain. The western slopes ave more
gradual snd speﬁd themselves in the Saar Valley. (14) (See
Msp C) -

The 8iegfried Line in the gone of the Seventh Army, ex-
tonded from the Rhine River west through Buchelberg, 3tain-

- fold, then.across the open spase to Ober~Otterbach. Here 1t
extended through the Hardt Mountains to Bundenthal and
Eppenbrunn, then to the northwest scross open country to
‘Windsberg and west again to Zwelbruecken. (15) (See Map €)

(13) A-5, p. 474; A~8, p. 42; Personsal knowledge; (14)
A-5, p. 469; A-6, p. 693; (15) A~5, p. 462.



Hany bunkers and pillboxes wiﬁh walls of reinforced
concrete ranging from five to fifteen feet In thickness
studded the key ﬁerrain features ln the Zome of the Seventh.
Army; In the Hardt Mountailna, a network of trenches often
connected these fortifications, which were mutuslly supe |
porting aend usuglly protected hy wire entanglements. The
trench system was very extensive., In some plsces the series
of trenches extended 300 to 400 yerds in depth. The prineipsl
trenches would commence on the forward slope of a hill with
succeeding trenches 35 to 100 yards -apart paralleling each
other sceross the hill top to the reverse slope., Communicsation
trenches eonnected the series of paramllel trenches., DBetween
the trenches barbed wire entanglements were often found and
much of the timber hed been felled, which added to the de~
fensive guality of the obstacle, |

The defenses of the Slegfried Line across the Rhine
‘anlay were more olaborate. In addition to the plllbex eand
trench system, anti-tank ditches traversed the open areas,
These dlteches wore backed up.with "aregons teeth", which con-
slsted of a belt of concrete pilings spproximately 650 yards
wide, Thése obstacles were designed to stop any armored vee
hicle snd were within range of enemy anti-tank wespone, The
defenses of the Selgfried extended several miles in depth,
snd had been prepared over a period of yesrs to stop an in-
vasion from Alssce. (16) (See Map €)

The Sevenfh Army plar for the attack into the Slegfrled

(16) A-8, p. 53-54; Personal knowledge.
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Line called for s two-corps front. The XV Corps on the west

of the Lower Vosges or Hardt Mountalns, was to make the

main effort. The VI Corps on the easst of the Hardt Mountains
was glven an additional mission of protecting the army right
flank snd holding the Rhine River at Strasbourg. The
objective of each corps confermed to tha Army objective within
its zone, (17) (See Map C)

At 0001, 5 December, the Vi Corps leunched its attack
with two dlviajions abreast, 45th Infantry Division on the
left, 79th Infantry Division on the right. The 103d Infen-
try and the l4th Armored Divislons were in corps reserve,

The mission of holding the Rhihe River at Strasbourg was
given to the 34 Division, thus relieving the French 2d Armor=-
ed Divislon, which reverted to the control of the French
First Army. (18) \

The advance pregréﬁsed rapldly toward the German border.
As resigtance increased, the 1034 Infaniry and the l4th Armor-
od Divligions were committed on 7 December and 13 December,
respectively, between the 45th and 79th Divialons. (19)

(See Map C)

~ On 16 December 1944, the VI Corps crossed the German
frontier and pushed up agelnst the outer defenzes of the
Slegfried Line with four dlvislions abreast on a l4-mile
fronts (20) (See Map C)

The 103d Divislon erossed the German border just west of
Wiasembonrg_cn 16 December 1944, with two reglments abreast.

(17) A=5, pe 456; (18) A~5, p. 458; (19) A=5, p. 463,473;
(20) A=5, ps 477 | . .



The 409th Infantry on the right and the 4l1lth Infantry on
the left, The divislon objective was the high ground just
north of Berg-Zsbern., (21) (See Map D)

Elements of the German 245th Infantry Divislon and 2l1st
Penzer Division had fought delaying actions in the path of
the 103d Division in its advence from the Zintzel River,

Now, elements of these same enemy divisions opposed the 1034
Division from positions in the Slegfried Line., (22) (See
Map D}

The plan of the 103d Division was to continue the attack
on 17 December end cspture the high ground north of Berge
Zabern.. The - 409th andléllth.lnrantry Regiments were to con-
tinue the attack aebreast with the 409fh_en the right, The
410th Infantry was to remaln in reserve. 3Since 1t would be
d1fficult to meintain contsct with the 14th Armored Divisien
on the right, the 409th Infantry was given the edditional
mission of protecting the 1053 Divisien's right flamk, (23)
(See Map D) | _

on 17 December the 409th Infantry was disposed on a
4,500-yard front in the hilly country north of Wissembourg
and west of Rechtenbach., (See Map D) However, before the
attack could be launched, orders were reeeivad postponing
the operation until 18 December. (24)

The regimental attack plsn for 18 December was for the
2d Battalion (on the right) to capture Grassberg and Hohenberg
Hills and continue the attack on order. The lst Battallen

(21) A-5, p. 473, 476; (22) A4-5, p. 462, 476; (23)

~ A=S, pe 4763 A&~9, p. T4, 75; A-8,; p. 54; (24) A-12;

A-9, p. 75; Personal knowledge.
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(on the left) was to seize Hill 489 smd continue the attack
on order. The 34 Battalion hed been assigned the misslen
of protesting the regiment's right flank from positions
overlooking Ober-Otterbash. (See Map D) A battalion of the
410th Infantry had been attached to the regiment on 17
December and constituted the reserve. (25)

THE BATTALION SITUATION

During the night of 16 December the 2d Battallon, 408th |
Infantry, dug in on what was thought to be Hill 412 and
posted loecal security on the perimeter., The enemy harrassed
the pesition with artillery fire throughout the night, Early
on the morning of the 17th, it was discovered that the bata
talion was not on H1ll 412, but was on Pitz Berg Hill ene'
ierrain feature in rear of it, This being the case, the
Battalion Gommandar, Major Luls K, Hennighesusen, ir., order-
ed the battalion to move to Hill 412, This was aoeompiishsd
without opposition., The unit began diggling 1n at about 0730
hours with Company @ on the left, Company F on the right and
Company E in reserve, There was one heavy machine gun platoon
from Gompany H with each of the front line rifle companies,
The 81 mm mortar platoon went in position about 400 yards to‘
the rear just off the tnail.that ran esst-west at the foot
of Hill 412, (See Map E) |

Major Hemnighsusen arrived at the battalion OP ebout
0715 hours and stated that the battallon would continue the

attack in 1ts zone to the next line of hills as =2oon as con-
(25) a-12,
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tact was established with the 1st Battalion on the left, (26)
(The battalion zZone was approximately 2,500 yards wide).
Before thls was sccomplished, orders from regiment were re-
ceived to hold up the attack, The resson given was that the
regiment was too far in advance of the other elements of the
Seventh Army. Vigorous patraling was erdéred for the remalin-
der of the day. (27)

At 0900 hours three reconnalssance patrols were sent out,
one from each of the rifle companies, Fox Patrol was to re- -
comnolter for covered routes across the valley below and up
Hohenberg ﬁill and get as mnch.infanmatian-as possible rela-
tive to the dlsposition and strength of the onemy. George
Patrol was to accomplish the samgran-ﬂrassberg 3111. Easy
Patrol was to reconnolter the gep between Grassberg Hill end
the hill immediately to the west, since it was a possible
avenue of approsch into the battalion positien,- (28)

| Both machline gun plstoons of Compsny H moved to positions
where they could cover these patrols. George and Fox Patrols
could be covered until they were atop of the ridge seross the
valley. Easy Patrol could be covered until it disappeared
around the west nose of Grassberg.

The 81 mm mortar platoon had established two observaticn
pests on Hill 412 and had reglstered twe sectiions of nnrtérs
(4 guns) on Grassberg and Ehhbnhsrg. (See Map E} It was to
be prepared to cover the withdrawal of these patrols on call,
(29) |

Fox Patrol advanced into the woods scross the valley
(27) A-9S, pe 75; Personal lkmowledge; (28) (29) Personal
Imowledge, _ '
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and up the slope of Hohenberg until it was approximately
250 yards from the top, where it was fired on by enemy
riflemen from bunkers along the orest of the hill, The patrol
withdrew and worked its way up the hill again some 400 yards
further to the east, It selected a position about 400 yards
from the crest to observe the hill, 8Several pillboxeé and
wire entanglements were 1oeatéd from the position, but no
enemy were observed, (See Map E) The patrol returned at
1215 hours and reported that it had been fired or and gave
the location of the pillboxas end wire. {(30)

George Patrol moved dirgetly down the forwerd slope of
H111 412, worked its way scross the valley, and advanced
straight up the forward slopé of Grassberg. The patrol could
be observed from Hill 412 all the way. The route followed
by the patrol up the face of Grassberg sppeared (to an ob-
server on Hill 412) to be void of cover and concealment. The
patrol arrived at a point sbout 250 yards from the crest from
which it observed the area to the front, flanks,'and rears
(See Map E) It reburned to the Battallion Observation Post
about 1300 hours and reported tﬁat i1t had observed no enemy,
but smoke was seen emitting from three pillboxes. These boxes
wore well camouflaged and conmnected by trenches, There was
wire between the patrol and the first trench, but 1t appeared
to be very old and in a poor state of repair. The patrol
ieader.estﬂmated that a platoon could advence to the wire une
observed from any of the pillboxes, Also, the open route up
the bald face of the hill was the only approach to Grassberg

{30) Personsl knowledge.
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that could not be observed by the enemy from these same bozes,
(81)

Easy Patrol returned at mbout 1430 hours and reported
that no enemy was present on the western slope of Gressberg.
The area between the two hills could not be used by tanks,
but 1t was an excellent position for the enemy to lsunch a
counterattack on the battelion's left flank. (32)

Regiment ordered a coordlnated attack for 1110 hours, 18
December to capture phase line "J". (Phase Line "J" was |
Grassberg-Hohenberg Hills in 24 Battalion zone), The phase
line objective was not to be crossed, except, on order. The
formatlion was to remain the same. The 34 Battalion which had
been in reserve, was to occupy positions on the éxtrams right
to protect the regiment's right flank. (See Map E) This was
ordered on the 17th after elements of the l4th Armored Divi-
slon had been driven from Cber-Otterbach, leaving the regiment's
‘right flank exposed, Communications were to be malntained at
all cost. The 1st Battalion, 410th Infantry, (previously sat-

_tached to the 409th Infantry), would remaln attached and in
regimental reserve, (33)

This atteck was to be coordinated with the 41lth Infan-
try, which was on the 40%th's left, and had resached the
outér- defenses of the Siegfried north of Bobenthal., (34)
{(See Map D) .

THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK

The 2nd Battslion's plen was to attack with two com-

(31) (32) Personal knowledge; (33) A-12; A-9, p. ?5;
Personsl knowledge; (34) A-5, p. 476; Personal knowledge.
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‘panles abreast, Company G on the left, was to selze Grasabeig
H1ll; Company E on the right, was to pass through Company F.
and seize Hohenberg Hill, Company F, in resérve, was to move
to a positlon between Grassberg and Hohenberg sbout 200 yards.
from the trail running east-west along the valley to the front,
on order, and be prepared to attack to the east in case of a
counterattack from that direction, Company H was té support
the attack initially with both machine gun platoons from
present positlons on Hill 412, Tﬁe 1st Machine Gun Plstoon
was to fire in support of Company E, and the 2nd Platoon in
support of Company G. Displacement would be on order. From
it!'s present position, the 81 mm mortar platoon was to be pre-
pared to fire in support of the attaeck on call., (See Map E)
The 382nd Fleld Artiliery Battallion was in direct auppoft of
the regiment with priority of fires to the Z2nd Battalion.

4l1l fires were to be on call, No preparatory fires were
to be fired. This was done for two reasons; first, to con-
serve ammunitlon since a shortage existed and since 1t was
difficult to heml mortar smmunltion into front line positions,
Second, i1t was hoped that surprise would be galned by not
firing supporting weapons until contact was made with the enemy.
The line of deperture was the line presently held, The time
of attack, 1110 hours, 18 December 1944, (35)

The battﬁlion command post, aid station and smmunition
supply point were located in buildings in the weatern edge
of Rechtenbach, (36) (See Map E)

(35) Personal knowledge; (36) A-12; Personal knowledge.
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The Ammunition end Piloneer Platoon was to Improve the
trail from Rechtenbach west to the rear of the battalion
position for jeep travel., The battalion commend group was
to remain at the Observation Post on Hill 412. (37)

During the remainder of the day, extra smmunition ias .
1ssued and the men briefed as %o how the forthcoming attack
would be effected. The 81 mm mortar platoon vehicles were
busy hauling extra smmnition into the supply point in Rech-
tenbach. As soon as work on the trall wés completed, théy
could haul this ammunition inte the mortar platoon poslitien
area. The principle types desired were "HE", light and white
phosphorus, (38) There waas a shortage of "HE", light at the
time, so "HE", heavy (39) was taken in liem thereof. The
machine gun platoon placed six extra chests per gun on posi-
tion, (40)

By 2100 the work on the trail into Rechtenbach was come
pleted and rolls and "K" rations were delivered to a point in
rear of the position where a foot path from H111_412 inter-
 sected this traill., (See Map E) Carrying parties from esch
company were sent to this forward supply point for thelr
respective rations and sleeping bags. Ko hot meals were fed
due to the fact that kltchens wefe too far to the rear. Mor-
- Har platoon vehicles hauled all avalleble mortar smmunltion
to the position area of the guns prior teo midnight,

Enemy mortar end artillery fire pounded Hill 412 in-
(37) Personal knowledge; (38) "HE® 1ight is High Explosive;
1ight round; 81 mm mortar emmunition; (39) "High Explosive",
heevy round, 81 mm mortar smmunition; (40) Personsal lnow-
ledge.
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termittently throughout 17 December and continued to harrass
the positlon throughout the night of the same date. The men
were well dug in end very few casualties resulted,  (41)

THE ATTACK ON GRASSBERG AND HOHENBERG HILLS

Dawn came on 18 December with & fine mist of rain and
_a.light ground fog, which made the rugged hilli across the
narrow valley barely distinguishable, &ctlvity on HIll 412
was kept to a minimum and men were requlired to remain in
thelr fox holes and on the alert. Three or four rounds of
"Jerry" mortar or srtillery fire continued to come in every
ten to fifteen minutes. (42)

At 063Q hours, Major Hennighausen decided that helwould-
llke to know more about the weaterﬁ nose of Grassberg, If it
was still unoccupled by the enemy, he was considering changing
the plan of attack to hit Grassberg from that direction. He
directed the Battallon 3-2 to get a patrol out as soon as
possible and to send a couple of men from the Intelligenqo
and Reconnalsssnce Section slong end for them to be back by
no later than 1000 hours, This patrel, congisting of six
meén, departed on its mission at 0710 hours, (43)

By 0900 hours the'fog had lifted, but the raln continued.
‘The objective appeared to the casusl observer as any other
rugged hill, Upon closer inspection, however, unnatural
mounds of various sizes covered wlth vegetation were seen.

Some had small trees six to ten feet tell growing on them.
(41) (42) (43) Personsl knowledgs.
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These mounds were plllboxes, smong which were the first built
1@ the Siegfried Line, Nature had done a superiof Job of
camouflage. Fallen trees could be seen, but the vegetation
concealed the wire entanglements and trenches, (44)

At 0920 hours a lone enemy. soldler was observed running
along the orest of Grassberg toward the western nose., This
was the only snemy aniually 8een since the battallion arrived
on Hill 412, (45)

. Last minute preparations were belng made for the attack.
The Compsny Commender of Compsny E checked the machine gun
pletoons! position areas and sectors of fire. He made sure
that each platoon understood that fires were to be on cell,
The mortar platoon was checked to insure that range cards
were prepared and bhat mbrtar concentrations were piotted
on all maps, pﬁrticularly, those of the rifle company com-
menders. The two mortar observation posts on Hill 412 were
checked to insure that they were wired in, He checked to see
thet a mortar observer was with each of the asssult rifle
companles, The battalion had prevliously drawn three éxfra
SCR 300 radios to be used in the mortar platoon of the heavy
weapons compsany. One was issued to each of the observers
with the sassault rifle companlies and the other was issued to
the platoon lesder. However, one was in repalr 1eaving the
observer with Company E to rely on wire for commmnications,
(CE-11 Sound power equipment) (48)

The mortar platoon was to mse two sectlions of morters

(44) A-8, p. 53-54; Personal knowledge; (45) Personal
knowledge; (46) Personal knowledge.
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. .

in battery. The reason for not employing the third section
of mortars was that four guns could fire all the ammnition
that company transportation could haml, (47) |

At 1046 hours regiment directed that the attack be held
up until 1145 hours, The left compsny of the lst Battalion
had been.worked over by enemy mortar snd artillery fire. Too,
a patrol from the right company was still auf. (48)

The patrol sent out at 0710 hours returned to the babt-
talion observatién poat at 1140 hours with information that
it hed seen no enemy sctivity and that the western slope of
Grassberg wes unoccupled by the enemy. (49)

Due to thé hour and the fact that a Gorman soldler was
observed moving toward the western slope of Graasberg_eérlior
in the morning, Major Hennighausen, ordered the attack to
be executed as originally planned.. {(50) _

At 1145 hours, 18 December, Companles G and E moved out.
They moved down the steep forward slope of Hill 412, general-
1y sbreast taking edventege of the concesalment afforded by
the vegetation and ercssed the valley below without opposi-
tion, (51)

Company. B, commanded by Captain John Stevensmon, entered
the woods and advanced up the steep slopes of Hohenberg until
it 'aa-aboﬁt 360 yﬁrds frem the crest where 1t was fired on
by machine guns from pillboxes about 75 yardarup the hill,
(See Map F) At about the ssme time a terrific meortar concen-
tration was laid on Company E. (52)

(47) Personal knowledge; (48) Aa-9, p. 76; Personal know-

ledge; (49) (50) Personal knowledge; (51) A-9, p. 76;
Porsonal knowledge; (52) Personal knowledge.
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- In the meantime Company G, commanded by Captaln Roger
H, Craddock, worked its way up the bald open féce of Grasse
berg in colusm of platoonas. If passed several unmanned
bunkers on the way up and had arrived almost to the wire en-
tanglement in front of the first line of trenches when Com-
pany E made contact with the enemy. At about the same time,
"Jerry" threw an artillery concentration, mostly time fire,
into the draw on Company G's lmmediste right. The company
was not cdught in any of this fire., G Company'!s third pla--
toon continued to advance, working their way through the wire
entanglements, where they were flred on.by s machine gun from
& plllbox some fifty yards to their left front; forcing,thdm
to take cover. In no time at all the entire hillside appesered
to erupt. A very accurate mortar barrage was I'alling dn Com~
pany G, Rifle and machine gun fire from the second line of
trenches about a hundred yards further uwp the hill was ceaus-
ing the plateoon in the berbed wire a lot o} trouble. (53)
{See Map F) | '

The 81 mm,mort#r observer with Company G called for the
concentration ﬁlptted for Grassberg to be fired, glving the
range as 200 yards short. Two rounds were fired, one from
each gun of Mumber 1 Section. The observer's commend ¢sme
back; "up one turn, fire for effect“. (This shortened the
range) The section fired a 20 round concentration, which
temporarily eliminated the fire from the trenches. (54)

A rifle grenadler, in the meantime, had been firing at

(53) (54) Personal kmowledge.
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the embrasure of the plllboex to the left front, The gun paﬂ
been keeping up a steady chatter since it first opened up,
and now it had ceased, The small aima fire from the front
hed reduced to a few scéttered shots, but the mortars were
still covering the hillslide., The 3rd Platoon of G Company
took advantage of the lull snd made & rush for the firat
trench, The trench was gained with some difficulty, for the
wire entanglement hed to be negotiated some 20 yards to
reach it. Omce in the tremnch, the platoon qulckly fenned

‘eut to the right and left., A hand grensade was tossed into

the plllbox, which hed csused the platoon its first trouble,

but no enemy were present, There was a "Jerry® machine gum

- 4 the embrasure, which had jammed, but the occcupents had

eacapedrthrough the maze of e&nnacting trenches to the rear,
(85) | |
Aa the men of Company G were asssulting the first trench,
snemy movement was picked up on the western nose of Grassberg.
Cloase observation revesled it to be enemy infantry moving in.
to the trenches irmedlately om G Compeny's left flank. (56)
The Compsny Commsnder of H Company seeing thils movement,
ran from his observstion post to the peoasition area of the
24 Mechine Gun Platoon, pointed out the target to Lieutenant
Thomas F, Crusinberry, lts platoon lesder. In g matter‘or
seconds the four guns of the platoon were on the target and
searching the area, The company commander then returned te

his eobservation post, which was approximaetely 50 yards to the
(55) (56) Personsal knowledge.
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right of the platoon's position area, end contacted the
mortar observer on the left of Hill 412 by sound power tele-
phone and diréctad that mortar fire be put on the area heling
worked over by the mschine guns. A 25 round concentration of
"HE" and white phosphorus was asdjusted on the target. No fur-
ther enemy movement was observed from that position., (57) |

‘ About five minutes elapsed when "Jerry" hit the poslition
ares of Crusinberryt’s platoon with srtillery. There was no
haaitatien in moving to l1ts alternate poslition, which was
about a 100 yards further to the left and saﬁe 50 yaﬁds fuar-
ther to the rear., (See Map F) MNo casualtles resulted to the
machine gun platoon from this action, (58)

The enemy fired artillery into this area every ten to
fifteen minutes for the remainder of the dey just in case
something was left there. These fires made the H Company
Observation Post a very unhealthy spot; resulting in moving
if to an alternate location. (59)

By 1420 hours Compeny E had cgptured three 1arge pill-

boxes and had fought its way through the enemy trenches te
within 150 yards of the ocrest of Hohenberg, (See Map F)
Here the enemy was giving his undivided attention to that
company. Artillery and mortar fire was falling all over the
south slope of Ebhenberg. Enemy machine guns snd rifles were
firing from position very close in front of E Company. (60)

American asrtillery was doing no mean job of working over

both hilla, Artillery could be adjusted to a falr degree in
{(67) (58) (59) (60) Personal knowledge.
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E Company's sector, but the observation wasn't as good on
Grassberg. The terrain made a difference, too.' In order to
adjust artillery flre to where it was most needed a percentage
of rounds slways fell in G Company's position. During the
afternoon a 155-mm shell hit G Compeny's command post, kill-
ing two men and wounding three otheras, (61)

By mid-afternoon most of Company G hed succeeded in gain-
ing the cover of the first line of enemy trenches. Csptain
Roger H, Craddock, 1lts company commander, notified the heavy
weapons company commander by SCR-300 radlo that he was in a
position where he could now use machine guns, (62)

The company commsnder of H Company, contacted Lieutenant
Stanley B, Dickson, lesder of the lst Machine Gun Flsatoon,
gnd told bim to displace to Grassberg in suppbrt of Company
G. The platoon made 1ts way up the steep hillside and eatab~
lished contact with G Company's support platoon at about 18630
hours, (8ee Map F) At this time “Jerry“ was again contesting
the activities on Grassberg with sccurate mortar fire. (63)

Lisutenant Dickson succeeded in worklng his platoon
through the wire and into the trench that was held by Company
@, without suffering any casualties. This was accomplished
by sending one man through the wire at = tiﬁe. Once in the
trench, the two machine gun sections were placed along the
trench where they could get the best flelds of fire, (See
Map F) At best, 50 yards was the maximum renge the observa-
tion and terraln would allow, (64)

(61) (62) (B63) (64) Personal knowledge.
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Shortly, after Lieutenant Dickson's machine gun platoon
displeced from Hill 412, Major Hennighausen, ordered F Com-
pany to move to the area previcualy designated Betwean Grass~ -
berg and Hohenberg. 1st Lieutenant Thomes F. White, Company
Commender qf F Company was told to be on the alert for a
counterattack from the right of-Hohsnberg. The 24 Mechine
Gun Platoon from its position on Hill 412 was glven the
missicn of covering this move. (65)

Lisutenant White and his company moved out without delay
and as they were ecrossing the trall in the valley below, rifle
snd machine gun firs opened up from Hohenberg about 400 yerds
to E Compenyfs right. It could not be determined at whom
this fire was directed. F Company apparently was not affected
as they continued o advance. Lieutenant Crusinberry wasted
no time in getting his machine guns on this new target. As
socn as the 2d Machine Gun Platoon opsned fire, the firing
ceased from the enemy's position. (66)

At 1650 hours Major Hennighsusen arrived at the H Com
pany Observation Post and directed that the 24 Machine Gun
Platoon ba'displaced to the ares ocoupied by Company F and
be prepered to fire to the right and bo the left from F Come
pany's position in case of a counterattack from west of Grass-
berg or from the east of Hohenberg. (See Map F) A runner was
dispatched te the 24 Machine Gun Platoon and by 1715 hours
Lieutenant Crusinberry reported that he had completed the
move without incident. (67)

(65) (86) (67) Personal kmowledgs.
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Throughout the afternoon H Company moitara wore Lfiring
missions elmost continually. G Compeny hed complained that
a mission called for was not fired because at the time only
one section of guns was in and it was firing a mission for
E Company. Upon investigation, it was found that the mortars
dug themselves into tha‘aeft ground and hed to be moved after
spproximately overy 50 rounds fired., Before these guna could
be put in position again, the base plates had to be dug out.
This process was continmous and resulted in only one section
of mortars being in firing position at any ome time. (68)

After learning of this econdition, the compeny commander
of Company H, directed Lieutenant Williem H. Adeir, the pla-
toon leader, to use the base plates of the third section,
which were on carrier, while they were digging out those that
were burled., This worked well and insured that both sections
of guns were 1n at all times, except, for the few seconds re-
quired to move the mortar tube snd blpod te their slternate
base plate and set them up. (69) | |

German mortar fire searched the rear area of Hill 412,
almost hourly during the aftermoon. Apparently, the enemy
had sn idea that the 8l-mm mortars were somewhere behind Hill
412, They were always over or short and, therefore, no damage
resulted, except, for the harrassing effect they had on the
mortar crews, The 3d Platoon had emplaced thelr morfaras very
close to the base of Hill 412 in en open area behind a group
of very tall trees. Rounds that would have normally landed

(68) (69) Personsl knowledge.
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in the mortar position area hit the trees first, (70) |

Shortly after nightfell G Company succeeded in getting
all of 1ts men in the trenches, which were by no mesns
cleared of the enemy. The second line of trenches was abomt
35 yards to the front and was connected with the first by
several communicstion trenches. Between these trenches were
felled trees and barbed wire. Clearing them of the anem& was
8 slow process, which involved grenﬁding each secticn of the
trench, then occupying it before the enemy. (71)

At 2030 hours most of depany @ had occupled the second
line of trenches and captured another large pillbox, By this
time the battle of Grassberg and Hohenberg had developed inte
& hand grenade throwing comtest. EHend to hand fighting oe-
curred several times when the men suddenly camme face to face
wlth German saldiqra in the clese confines of the enemy
trenches. Apparently, the enemy did not know exsctly where
G Company's men were at all times, for thsré were several
exsmples of where the Germans were surprised in these trenches,
as evidenced by their attempta’ﬁo.beat & hasty retreat upon
contact. (72)

At sbout 2100 hours considereble movement could be heard
to G Company'!s left front. This movement was cloée in and
1t could not be determined in the moise of battle whether 1t
was reinforcements coming in or a counterattack. All four
machine guns of the lst Machine Gun Platoon opened up em-
ploying "swinging traverse". (73) (Ascomplished by locsening
the traversing ¢lemp, letting the gun swing free laterally).

(70} (71) (72) (73) Personsl knowledge.
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Sereumﬁ could be heard coming from the direction of movement.
Mortar fire was called for sgain since it could be gotten
quicker and ertillery could not affectively cover the target
without endangering frlendly troops. Ome section of mortars
put a 30-roeund concentration of this target, after which no
further movement was heard from that area. The grenade

- throwing contest continued with rifle and machine gun fire

as before. (74)

Company E during the day had captured four plllhoxes
and had taken the trenches some 50 yards from the top of
Hohenberg. (Se¢e Map F) This put E Company's front line
about 100 yards in sdvesnce of G Company. (75)

At 2300 hours Captaln Stevenson decided he was too far
forward for comfort and therefore, pulled his compeny back on
line with Company G and set up a perimeter defense in the
trenches. He then reported to the battelion commender what
he had done snd recommended that he be permitted to remain
where he was., Major Hennighsmsen, accepted Captain Stevenson's
| racommendatiogs and approved his actions., (76)

Gaauaitiea were high during the afternoon and'nisht and
few could be evacuated due to the cgncentratiens of mortar
and artillery fire, which swept the hillsides. The litter
haul was about 900 yards and over rough térrain requiring
gix men to carry one litter case out, Therefore, a forward
ald statlon was establlshed in ﬁhe first pllibox captured by
¢ Compsny 2nd manned by the medical sﬂministrative eorps

{(74) (75) (78) Personal knowledge,
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Lieutenant, and two assistents, (See Map F) This greatly
facilitated the care of the wounded until they could be
evacuated, (77)

@ Company's posltion on Grassberg during the night of
18 December was the shape of a horseshoe. At the toe ias the
first pillbox where the company command post and the forward
aid station were esteblished., At the heel of the shoe on the
left was the last pillbox that was taken, About 40 yards te
the front was the last pillho; located on Grassberg. The two
. sections of heavy machine guns of Dickson'a platoon were em-
placed one section on each side of the shoe to close the heel
with cross fire, Two men from each squad were to man each
gun, while the remainder, took thelr places to the right and
left of 1lts position to provide protection for it as well as
to £111 spaces in the line §1ong the trench, (See Map F)

The hand grenades used by the Germans were percussion
‘type, round, and & little smaller than a baseball, Their
casuslty effect was not very grest, but they did have quite
an effect on morale. They were nasty becsuse often tlmes
what would have been a mlss with a conventlonal type grenade
was a hit with this type. They would hit short of the
trenchea and continue to roll down hill inte the irenches.
(78) | | o

There was no sleeping for anyone on Grassberg and Hohen-
berg Hills during the night of 18 December. Firing would
elmost cease, then a1l "Hell would bresk loose" again. This

(77} (78) Personal knowledge,
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continued all night long. Legders moved along the trenches
to lnsure that adequate personnel were alert. They were all
tired, for the battalion had been on the move for the past
nine deys. The slow drizzle of rsin continued. (79)

By 0100 hours company guides had picked up their respec~
tive supply details of pack mmles loaded with "K" rations,
meil, water and emmmnition and gons forwerd with them. ( A
detall of 30 mmles and 14 men rfam the 513th Quariermaster
Pack Company was attached to the battallion during the day).
Prior to daylight "shape" aﬁd "pole™ charges would be de-
livered to front line companies for use against plllboxes
and bunkers during the next day's attacke. (80)

Radio was the primary means of commmnications during 18
December, Wire parties were on the 1inéa continucusly and
could not keep them in. H Company's mortar observer with
Company E adjusted fire through the company commander of E
Company, who relayed fire commands by SCR 300 radio to the
heavy weapons company commsnder, who in turn, relajed them
to one of the observers on Hill 412, or to Lieutenant Adalr,
8l-nmn mortar platoon leader, who relayed them to the gunse
This procedurs was complicated, but it did work. (81)

THE SECOND DAY OF THE ATTACK - 19 DECEMBER 1944

The attack was ordered to be continued et 0700 hours, 19
December gubsequent to a five minute artillery preparation.

The objective was the same as for 18 December., (82)

(79) Personal knowledge; (80) A-12; Personal kmowledge; (81)
Personal knowledge; (835 A=9, pe 76; Personal knowlaedge. :
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At 0655 hours the artillery commenced lts preparation,
Agsin a few rounds fell into G Company's area. The concens
tration lifted at 0700 hours end the attack was on. Mortar
and artillery fire peunded G Company's position as they
moved forward through the network of trenches. (See Map F)
The advance of Company G was measured in feet for "Jerry"
contested every move with everything he had., (83)

At 0800 hours the enemy mortar and artillery fire in-
ereased, In flve minute's time very little of Grassborg.and
Hohenberg Hills could be seen from Bill 412 for the smoke
that resulted from the shelling., These fires were so intense
‘and sustained that little doubt existed as to what was coming
next,  Experience hsd taught that this was & sure gign of a
counterattack, The artillery and ﬁnftar fire lifted at 0820
bours and the counterattack followed as was expected. (84)

The Germens counterattacked from the left front of Com-
pany G with en estimated 70 or 80 men. (See Hﬁp F) fThis at-
tack was heavier than was expected snd was sqpported by tanks,
The tanks come asla surprise, but their eftedtiveness was lm-
peded by the nature of the terrain. (85)

H Gompeny's mortar observer with Company G called for the
concentration plotted for the top of Grassberg. Gaptain
Crsaddock was with the H Company observer at this time and
was in contect with the heavy wespons company commander. . He
requested all the mortar fire he could get, and stated that

the @Germans were too close to his pesition to put artillery
(83) (84) (85) Personal knowledge.
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on them. Artille?y was placed in the area where the tanks
could be heard, (86)

- The filrst 8l-mm mortar concentration fired was 60 rounds
of "HE" light. ¥No sconer had this concentration been fired,
thar it was called for sgain, This time Captaein Craddock
told tha.observer to pull the concentration imto the comp sny
position, if necessary. Both sactions‘af guns were fired,
deubling the concentration, which was pulled within 25 yards
of G Company's most forward position., The counterattack was
broken up at that point. (See Map F) As the enemy withdrew,
he wae pursued by mortar and artillery fire searching the
area northwest of Grassberg, in which he was last seen., (B87)

Lieutenant Dickson'!s heavy machine guns could not be em~
ployed to fire into the counterattack initially due to the
nature of the térrain. When the enemy had sdvanced te within
50 yards of the position, the platoon opened fire using the
rapid rate. (280 rounds per gun per minmute). This volume of
fire at close range asslisted materially in stopping'the
counterattack, (See Map F) One heavy machine gun was knocked
out when an enemy rifle bullet pierced the water jacket of
the gun and wounded the gumner, Lieutenant Dickson notified
his company commander that the gun would be needed in the
evonf of another countersttack. (88)

The 24 Platéén, which was in F Company's érea, was told
to take one of their guns to the 1ét'P1atoon a8 800N &3 posS-

sible and exchange it for the demaged gun. This was a rather
(86) (87) (88) Personal knowledge.
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hazerdous undertaking under the circumstances, but in less
than an hour Dickson had four guns réaﬂy to go. (89)

The battalion S8-4 was contacted through the battalion
observation post, told to pick up another gun as soon as posgw
8ible, and that the damaged gun would be evacuated as scon
as the situation permitted. (90)

Compsny E had been getting its share of mortar end srtil-
lery fire during the counterattack, but very little small arms
fire. Captain Stevenson was regulating his advance on Com~- .
pany G, which had been sble to sdvence only sbout 20 yards.
(8ee Map F) E Companyl!s opposition wes light te the extent
" that they were having little dlfficulty as théy_movad for-
ward, Apparently the activity on Grassberg had attracted
the enemy's attention from Hohenberg. (91)

Morter fire continued to fall on both company peositions.
Very little of this fire ﬁad found its way 1into F Company's
area., The sccuracy with which these mortsar concentrations
were placed on Company 4 was unéanny. (92)

At sbout 0940 hours, one of G Compeny's men notlced e
protrusion on top of the large plllbox to the front. At
first he thought it wes a ventalator. (See Map )} It had
attracted his attentlor when he thought he saw 1t move,.

Clese cobservation revealed 1t.to be a perlscope., It was
knocked out by rifle fire, sfter which, the snemy's morter
and artillery concentrations were quite general and not con-

centrated on any particular move that Company G made as was
(89) (90) (91) (92) Personel knowledge.

ol




' the case before. (93) ’

By 1000 hours Captain CraddockLhad completed his plan to
take the big pillbox to his immediate front. He submitted
the plan by telephone to Major Hsnnigh&uaen who was at the
. battaelion observatlon post oﬁ Hill 412 and 1t was appfoved.
(94)

Captein Craddock's plan wes to clear the trench aresa for-
ward to a point whére at least a section of heavy machine
guns could oover a demolitlon detall, which was to crawl for-
ward under these coverling fires snd blow thﬁ box. 4s 1t
developed, all four guns of Dickson's platoon were used for
this job. (95) | |

At 1200 hours three volunteers from Company G led by
Technicel Sergeant Springborn, snsked & perilous path towaerd
the pillbox, under the covering fires of Lieutenant Dickaon's
guns, ° (See Map F) The machine guns were firing a little |
high, too high to do much damage to the enemy, but the fire
did succeed in keeping the Germens heads down, Sergeant
Springborn pleced the 40 pound “pole cherge" in the embrasure
gnd crawled back some 15 to 20 yards before it blew. A4s the
dust clesred 16 Germans came cut with thelr hends up. They
were pretty well shaken up, but wara‘etherwiSQ unharmed., One
of the prisoners-was a lieutenant, forward observer, who had
been dlrecting the mortar and artillery fire on Grassberg.
(98) | |

The machine gun platoon continued to fire high as G Com-
(03) (94) (95) Personsl knowledge; (96) A-8, p. 54;
Personal knowledge. _ '
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pany's, 34 Platoon, following generally the path of Sergesnt
Springborn, pushed two squeds into the next line of trenches,
ihieh connected the large box just taken with seversl small
bunkers. (See Map F) By 1400 hours the forward trench had
boen cleared of theé enemy and the mopplng uwp of the commnica~
tion trenches between was underway. (97)

In the mesntime E {ompany was moving forward te occcupy
the trenches it had sbandoned the day before. ©aptsin
Stevenaon, his'eiecutive officer, s platoon leader, and three
nen moved forward to a large pillbox, which had been selected
as the company commend post. 4As they entered the box, a Gor~
man soldler, who wes inside, gquickly stepped cutside and
slenmed the door shmt, locking them in the box. At about
the same time "Jerry™ hit the advance elements of E Company

vith.machine gun end rifle fire from the trenches they had
ahdndqned the night before. (See Map F) A squad of Company
T attempted to work 1ts way to the plllbox to liberste
Captein Stevenson and his party. %The enemy had emplsced a
machine gun beside the box end apparently had ideas about
staying there, Aftér seversl attempts to ressh the box hed
failed, E Company oconsolidated its position under command of
the lat Sergeant, The thres officers sgsigned to the come
pany were prisoners in the pillbox to the front. (98)

The forward compﬁnias sdvanced no further daring the re-~
mainder of 19 December, Prier to nightfall, positlons were
consolidated to hold the ground gained, Considersble mortar

(97) Personsl knowledge; (98) A-8, p. 54; A9, pe. T7;
Perasonal lmnowledge,
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and artillery fire continued te fall, but none of 1t caused
the battalion much cohcern., It no longer nad the deadly ace
curaey it had before. (99)

Lieutenant Dickson's machine gun plétoon took 1tz place
in the trenches wlth the riflemen of Company G and prepared
defensive fires for the night. (100)

Ammnltion of all types was low by early evening, 19
December, In addition to the pack mmules, which could not‘be
moved forward of Hill 412 during daylight hours, a carrylng
party consisting of drivers, clerks and cooks was formed to
carry ammmunlition, rations, meil and water to Companies G
and E and the lst Machine Gun Platoon with Company G« This
wag done so that these men, who had been fighting for 10 days
stralght running, would be spared as much &3 posslbles The
replacement machine gun was included in the ltems brought up
by the carrying party. (101)

The night of 19 December passed with less activity than
the previcﬁa night. The hand grenade duel continued as before,
but the artillery and mortar fiﬁe was very scattered and was
a source of little concern as compared to the pra#ious night-
(102)

From hlas observation post on Hill 412, at about 2230 hours,
19 December, Major Hennlghausen issued the order by telephone
to continue the attack at 0730 hours, on 20 December. The
plan was the same except that supperting fires would be on
call, Idmited attacks would be made to improve positions

(99) (100) Personal knowledge; (101} A-12; Personal
Knowledge; (102) Personal knowledge.
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and no major gains were to be attempted., (103)

IHE THIRD DAY OF THE'ATTACKE - 20 DRCEMBER 1944

Dawn on 20 December brought a little snow with the fine
mist of rein which continued to fell, All this added more
discomfort to the men, who were forced to confine themselves
to thelr assigned posts in the trenches on Grasabqrg and
Hohenberg Hills, (104)

The mortar and srtillery flre had ceagsed and sll was
quiet except for an occasional outburst ffom a Goerman machine
pistol. A few grenades exploded now snd then which served
as a reminder that the enemy was still In the next line of
trenches some 40 yerds to the front. (105) |

As the front line compaeniss, at 0730 hours, continmed
the process of clearing more commnicetion trenches in order |
to strengthen thelr positions, Grassberg and Hohenberg sud.
denly csme to life again,

Both Gompanies G and E had captured more trenches than
they could sdequately man. The Germans had moved through the
network of trenches to the left of G Company and had ocoupled
some of the trenchas‘previnusly ceptured. The process of
clearing the enemy from within the company position was under-
way at 0800 hours at which time Grassberg and Hohenberg were
again pounded with artillery and mortar fire, As this fire
continued the battalion got set for another counterattack,
From the nature of tﬁn terrain and the enemy's sctions the

(103) A-9, p. 77; Personal knowledge; (104) (105) Per-
aonal knowledge.
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previous day, 1t was antlclpated that if another counterattack
materislized, it would come from the ssme genersal area that
the first one had.' (106)

- The Germens hit G Company's position from the left froms
at 0820 hours as they had on 19 December. (See Map F) In
order for them to enter the company position, they would have
to do so through the trenches, since the obstacles between
each line of trenches, would have to be deslt with. (107)

The 8l-mm mortar observer wlth Compsny G had ﬁeen unable
to establish communication. Therefore, Captain Craddeck
called for the close in concentration, fired the day before,
to be fired st this time, He called for this fire through
the battalion S-3 and reguested that 1t be continued until
the counterattack was stopped. 8ix 8l-mm mortar concentra-
tions of 60 rounds each were fired into the counterattack,
Ceptain Craddock finally pulled this concentration in so close
that several rounds fell in the compsny position before the
Germans were stopped? No casualtles cccurred as a result of
the 8l-mm mortar fire thet fell in @ Compeny's ares. Tanlks
could be heard behind the crest of the hill, but dld net show
themselves during the counterattack, (108)

The last Machine Gun Platoon from its positlon opened
fire as the Germans came Into view over the crest of the hill,
{See Hap F) Yiéibility_was very poor at this time and due to
the nature of the terrain final protective lines could not be
esteblished. Each gun section fired within its sector of

(106) (10%)  (108) Personal knowledge.
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fire in the direction of the counterattack. Results of the

- fire could not be observed. Due to the change in temperaturs,
muoke from the guns seemed to be greater asnd hung in the vicie
nity of the position for sometime after the firing., This re-
sulted in the enemy locating esch gun position snd therefore
rendering thsserﬁoaitions virtually untentable., OGun crews
were forced to take cover in the trenchag during th&se brief
but intense periods of fire. Alterﬁgto positions for the guns
smounted to shifting each positlon laterslly slong the trench.
It would have been sulcide to place a machine gun feorward
along one of the connecting trenches and they could hot fire
at all, if placed in any of the trenches in rear of the front
line rifle platoons. (109)

E éampany waé making preparations to continue the attaok
to recapture the trenches they hed abandoned on the night of
18 December and liberate its company commander, the two of-
ficers snd three enlisted men with him, who were ln the pill-
box to the front. (110)

 The Bl-mn mortar platoon had planned a five minute prep-
aration on the enemy positions around the plllbex. This ap-
peared to be where the enemy was strongest lumediately in
front of Company E, At 0835 hours, the preparation commenc-
ed. When it lifted five minutes later, one platoon of Com-
pany E led by the company lst Sergeant had worked its way
forward through the connecting trenches and essaulted the
main enemy trench connecting the pillbo; and several bunkers.

(109) (110) Personal kmowledge.
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A short fire fight ensued as the platoon fanned out to the
right snd left to secure the trench, (111)

The mortar observer with Company E shifted the mortar -
fire to the next line of trenches which were some 60 yards
farther up the hill, This fire kopt the enemy entertained
to & marked degree while E Company's right platoon made its
way to the enemy trench now occupied'by the left platoon of
the compeny. (112) |

At 0900 hours Captain 3tevenson and his party were re-
loased from the pillbox and had suffered none the worse for
their stey there. (113)

Twenty men from odds and ends around the battallon com-
mend post in Rechtenbach were _formed into & detall to assist
in evecuating the wounded from Grassbors and Hohenberg Hills,
This detaill arrivad at the battalion observation post on EHill

412 about 1000 hours. Guldes from Company F led the detsail

across the valley to the forward ald station on Grassberg
Hill. The medical personnel manning the station had weorked
around the cloek since arriving there on 18 December, (114)

Litter bearers that moved through the trenches evacuating

the wounded appeared to have little regard for the enemy
situation., No matter how rough the going was, thay'eontinucd
the tricky process of evacuating the wounded under fire. The
1itter haul from the position, across the small valley end up
H1ll 412 was under the eyes of the snemy. Mortar and artil-
lery fire pounded these resaches incessantly, which further

{111) (112) Personal knowledge; (113) A4-12; Personsal
knowledge; (1l4) A-12; Personal knowledge. )
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complicated a litter haul that wonld have been rough anough
under ideal conditlons. 8Slowly all casualtles were belng
evacuated. (115} |

The forward companles continued te improve thelr posi-
- tions for the remainder of the dey under sporadic rifle and
machine gun fire. The enemy mortars and artillery fired in
areas throughout the battalion area, conbentrating on no
particular locality. Three of these concentrations fell in
F Company's position with little damage. The men of the 24
Machine Gun Platoon, which was with Company F, had dug their
guns in and covered the amplacement with logs. Supplementary
positions to cover the valley to the west were prepared in the
same manner. Individual foxholes were alsoc logged in. Fox=-
holes in F Company's primary position were prepared in the
same way, this saved many men from becoming casualties from
"tree burata®, (116)

Early in the afternoon of 20 December, twenty cne
relnforcements were received for the battalion. Seven of
these men had been Iin combat and therefore were assigned to
Companies E and G. The others were assigned to Company F,'
which would be better than placing them in front line com-
penies initially. (117) |

Liesutenant Adalr, leader of the B8l-mm mortar platoon,
reported to his conmpany commander, at the heavy weapons com~-
pany observation post at 1500 hours. He had been told by his
platoon sergeant that mortar ammunition was being rationed,

(115) (116) Personal knowledge; (117) A=12; Personal
knowledgoe.
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‘and that 400 rounds of all types were on position, 8l-mm
mortar ‘ammunition could be drawn on the basis of six rounds
per gun per day. (118)

- The heavy weapcns compeny commender talked this over
with Msjor Hennighausen, who designeted him to control the
fire requested for the 8l-mm mortars. This was sn easy task,

- since the heavy weapons company commender was in communica-
tion with the mortar platobn leader with wire-and radice,
Emergency requests would be fired as before, but all others
would recaiie approval by the company commender of Compeny H.
Major Hennighausen was requested to ask for the dally rate
of S8l.ym mortar ammmunition for the attached battallion of the
.410th Infantry, which was in regimental reserve. This re-
quest was apprafed. However, the smmunition was equally
divided among the three battalions of the 409th Infantry now
in the line. (119)

At 1530 hours Company E beat off a counteratteck, which
was a haelf hearted attaﬁpt on the part of the enemy to re-
gein the trench they hed lost during the morning. During the
counterattack it was necessary for the mortar observer to pull
the 8l-mm mortar concentration withln 55 yards of the company
" posltion. Captain Stevenson complained té the battalion come
mender snd requested that the H Company observer be relleved.
This request was disgpproved and the Lieutenant, observer, who
was the section leader of one of the gun sections, remained

-with E Compeny throughout the sctlion. (120)
(118) (119) (120) Persongl knowledge.
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Lgter during the day it was discovered that the enemy
was iInfiltrating small groups into the trenches to the rear
end sniping from bunkers that were unmanned by the frout
line companies., This harrassing continued until dusk when
the support platoon of Companies E and G succeeded in clesr-
ing the enemy from these positions. After this was done, all
bunkers snd pillboxes not manned by.ths forward companles were
destrofed with demolitions to prevent infiltrating groups of
enemy from using them. (121)

After darkness on the night of 20 Pgcember, Company F
relieved Company G on Grassberg Eill. (See Mep G} Company
"~ @ oceupled the prepared position held by Company F since 18
. December, |

H Comﬁany's 28 Mechine Gun Plabtoon went with Company F
and relieved the lst Machine Gun Platoon, which was with Com-
peny G. lrrangeﬁents wore made between the two platoon lesders
to exchenge guns by legving them emplaced. Machine Gun am-
munition was left on position, except the 24 Platoon took ex-
tre smmnition forwerd as the relief was effected. (122)

Apparently the enemy becesme awere that something was
going on for he beceme increasingly active. Before the relief
was completed enemy mortar and artillery plsstered both for-
ward positions, Bl-mm mortars and artillery concentrations
were fired on enemy positions forward and to the left front
~of the company position on Grassberg. Casualtles were negli.

 gible dnrihg the relief, The 2d Machine Gun Platoon lost one
(121) Personal knowledge; (122) A-l2; Personel lmowledge.
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man wounded. '(123)

Carrying parties went forward as they previously had
done, oxcépt sleeplng bags were carried to company positions.
Those not required to move sbout in the trenches during the
night, zippad the bags around themselves, and continued the
long hours of the night standing. (124)

Artillery and mortar fire pounded Grassberg snd Hohenberg
throughout the night, supplemented with hand g:enaﬂes beling
lobbed into the forward positions. Counterattacks iere re=-
ported hitting the battalion positions to the right and left
of the 24 Battalion. _

~ The men on Hohenberg were less alert than previous
nights meking 1t necessary for leaders to work the trenches
coﬁtigually to keep them awake. Men would fall asleep stand.
ing or lesning egainst the sides of the trenches. Company F
and the 24 Platoon, Company H, had 1ittle difficulty in this
regard., Leaders were required to check through the trenches
occupled by his troops, but found them to be alert. Being
the first night‘they hed spent so close to the enemy, they
were very "jumpy", meking somewhat of a precarious task for
those inspecting platoon and squad positions during the hours
of darkness, (125)

Major thnighgn#en 1ssned orders at 1130 hours to con-
tinue the action on 21 December by patrolling the forward
positions. Al)l weapons were to employ aggressive reconnaise
sance by fire, but no forward geins were to be attempted. (126)

(123) (124) (125) Personal kmowledge; (128) A-9, p. 77;.
Personal mowledge. :
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THE FOURTH DAY OF THE ATTACK -~ 21 DECEMBER 1944

The morning of 21 December brought news of the Ardennes
offensive, which had begun on 16 Pecember, This bit of news
did nothing to aid the morale of the 23 Battaliom. It was now
apperent why the outfit was going on the defensive, Apparent-
ly the enemy had heard this bit of news, too, for he inersased
hls sotivities along the front of tho‘battalion. Heoavy mor-
tar and artillery fire commenced to pound the positions prior
to deylight and continued until 0820 hours, at which time the
enemy lamnched his third counterattack from the northwest of
Grassberg st the same hour of the day. (127)

Requesta for mortar fire from Compsny F through the more
tar observer from Company H wae answered with a 150 round
concentration of "HE" 1ight and "HE" heavy mixed., Fire was
pulled to within a few yards of the frent line riflemen and
continued in that loecallty until the‘enemy was stopped.
Artillery uorked over the area in rear of Grassberg. (128)

The 2d Machine Gun Pletoon with Compsny F opened fire on
the eounteratta#king Germans es soon as 1t was discovered that
the attack was coming from the ares northwest of Gru#sberg.
(See Map @) Fields of fire were very short; 75 yards‘#t.ths
most. This short range decreased the effectiveness of the
guns, but was of a great desl of assistance te the supported
rifle company in beating off the attack. (129)

By 0900 hours the battallon front had quieted down con-
siderably. BEnemy mortars and artillery continued to harraga

. (127) (128) (120) Personsl knowledge.
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the position, but the Germans in the trenches a short dis-
tance to the front were not so active, .

To determine 1f the enemy was still in his close in
pésition, all that was necessary was to ralse a helmet above
the trenches on a rifle. Usually the helmet was withdrawn
with a bullet hole in it, (130)

Company E on Hohenberg hed noted no change in the situa-
tién in its set tor except; the enemy was less actlve as had
been the case throughout the entire section. (131) |

The company commander of Company H reporte&Athe status
of 8l-pm mortar smmunition to the battalion commander at 1100
houra., There was less than 200 rounda of all types on pesi-
tion and none on carrier, He expressed a deep concern as tok
the outcome of the next counterattack, if any of the snmuni-
tion was expended to fire targéts other than in emergénc;ea.
Mgjor Hennlghsusen allotted 50 rounds of "HE" heavy to be
| fired on routine targets and the remeinder to be held in case
of sanother counterattack, The meager smount of mortar sm-
rnition allowed per day was a mabtter of much concern for the
entire battalion. (132)

The enemy was reasonably guiet for the remalnder of the
day, which gére the battalion an opportunity to evacuate its
dead, that is, the bodies that could be gotten out. The lst
Sergeant of Headquarters snd Headgquarters Company, 24 Bat~
talion was'giveﬁ a detall and six mules for the job. Front
linercompanies‘evacnated thelr dead to a point in reer of G

(130) (131) (132) Personsl knowledge.
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_Gaapahy'a yositian, where they were pickéd up sand evacuated
to a designeted point on thé trall in rear of Hill 412, Here
‘they could be ploked up snd hsuled te the rear by "jeep". (133)
' Abogt sundown on 21 December, Major Noble L. Riggs, com-
manding officer, 24 Battalion, 179th Infantry, 45ﬁh Infantry
Division arrived at the 24 Battalion observétion post on Hill
412 with hls company commanders, S8-3 and 8.2, This was the
first news that the regiment was to be relleved. Each of the
officers with MajJor Riggs spent the femaindar of the hight
with his ecounterpart in the 24 Battallion, 409th Infantfy_work-
ing out the details of the relief. (134)

THE RELIEF OF THE 2D BATTALION - 22 DECEMBER 1944

Companies of Major Riggs! battalion arrived on HIll 412
at about 0030 hours, 22 December, at which time the rellef of
the 24 Battalion, 409th Infentry begen. Officer guides met
each company of the incoming battalion and gulded it to the
position area of the company to be relieved, (135)

Prior to daylight the entire relief of the 2d Battalion
- was completed, Shortly after daylight, Major Hennlighsmsen
turned over his observation post on Hill 412 to Major Riggs.
Hohenberg and Grassberg Hills were now the responsibility of
the 24 Battalion, 179th Infantry. (136)

During the early morning hours of 22 December the bat-
talion marched to the town of Schweigen, Germany. There it
received its first hot meal in twelve days. The men were
(133) Personsal knowledge; (134) A-9, p. 79; Personal know-

ledge; (135) Peraonal knowledge; (136) A~12; Personal
knowledge. ‘
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exhausted and fell asleep whereever they atopped. (137)

At 1300 hours s meeting of the company commanders and
the battalion staff was held at the battalion command post.
The regiment had a new mission., The move would commence atb
dark that was to take the division some 80 miles to the north.
west in the area of the XV Corps. (138)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In gnsalyzing and criticigzging this operatioﬁ the following
is offered: -

The zone of responsibllity assigned the 24 Battalion for
this operﬁtion was 2,500 yards wide, through fery difficult
terrain, which was haaviljr fortifled., Therefore, it is my
opinion that the zone was too much for a regiment, mmch less
a battalion, wM Wwﬂ -

The enemy could have caunsed the 24 Battallon more damsage
and possibly cut 1t off completely had he counterattacked
through the gaps in the line between battalions lnstead of
hitting at the positions we held. '

By counterattaéking et the ssme time of day from the
ssme genersl area for three consecutive days, the enemy loast
surpri-se and consequently csused us to be especlally on the
alert for counterattacks ‘at these timas..,,{,,éﬂw-’w ?- efff*-»’—’f-’* o

Initially, the plahning for the ;,ttack on Grassberg and
Hohenherg was too "plece mesl", The battalion commender should
hﬁvo been more thorough in planning the patrol activities

(137) Personsl knowledge; (138) A-9, p. 79; Personsl
knowledge., :
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prior to the attack., The patrol sent out on the morﬁing of -
18 December appeared to be an afterthought. It is my opinion
that the erea northwest of Grassberg should have been further
patrolled on-the afternoon and during the night of 17 Decem-
ber, The information the batialion commender desired, would
heve been made available in time for him to act on it, As it
developed, the patrol that was dispsatched on the morning of
17 December d1d not return in sufficient time for the plan of
attack to be changed. The decislon not to change the plan at
that time was a sound one, pﬁﬂﬁ;;;ufcﬁﬂhéﬁaﬁ rn»aﬂ.éyf|333¢4!.ﬁ...,
Many of the detalls In planning the attack on 18 Décem-
ber were S0P, therefore, detalled Instructions relative to
¢oordination within the battalion were emmlitted., This is good
and saves much time that can be utilized in the preperation
phase. However, detalled checks were made to insure that the
plan was understood md that esch individual understood the
peart he was to play 1n executing it. I fesel that this part
of the pianning end coordinating phase prior to ﬁhe abttack
was adequhte, principally, due to the fect that the officargh
in the battallion had worked together for a long time.é;2¢“éédc;”vF
Communications were maintained throughout the cperation
through prior planning end cooperstion smong all elements of
the battalion. It wes almost imposslble to malntaln wire
commmications forward of the battalion observation post. The
SCR 300 radios were used extensively throughout the bsttalion
wlith excellent results. SCR 536 radios were used in the rifle
company copmand nets, but were unsstiafectory, resulting in
the primsery use of messengers in these echelons., The lack of
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a sufficient number of SCR 300 radios to provide beth of the
front line 8l-mm mortar observers wlth one, resulted in the
loss:of time in calling for and adjusting mortar fire. This
was ﬁvercume to some extent by plotting mortar concentrations
prior to the attack, insuring that at least esch company com=
mander had these concehtrations.plottad on his map; and the
cooperation of rifle compsny commanders in allowing mortar
observers to use thelr communication facilities to call for
end sdjust fire, This operation definitély revealed the need

for a better commmunication system within the mortar platoon

of the heavy wespons company. At the time no 3CR 300 radioes
were organic to this platoon. Cprrent tables of organization
and equipment have corrected thiévdeficiency to a grest ex-
tent,

It 1s believed that the battalion observation post was
too far to the rear under normal situations. Hewever, in this
inatance the action of the battalion as & whole could better
be influenced from Hill 412, which afforded the best observa-
tion over the battalion zone. Nothing could have been gained
by placing this instsllation on Grassberg or Hohenberg untll
they were taken.

Both hllls probsbly could have been tsken on 18 December
hed Gompany F been committed through Company E to selZe Hohen-
berg. Company E met light resistance frem German infantry
duiing its sdvance up the hill, therefore, I feel that more
eggresaive sction on Hohenbérg would have resulted in its
capture, thns, relieving some of the pressure from Cempany @.
The Battalion commaender could have teken sdvantage of this
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situation had he followed the attacking echelons closely eon

the first day of the attack. By remaining at his observatien

post and not utilizing his staff to the fullest, he dld not
know exactly what the situation in front of Company E was,
The company commander of H Company failed to use good
Judgment in selecting his observation post, He selected the
place that afforded the best observatiorn without glving mmch
thought to its location in relationship to one of his mechine
gun platoons, 7This resulted in him being brought under mor-
tar and artillery'ﬁ.re thet was directed at the mechine gun
platoon. Subsequently, the observation post had te be movod,
which probsbly could have been avoided.,d»%ﬁw ““f? it ! < fﬂﬁg”ﬂ
Vmgﬁgééel;;¥;ﬂgiéizérnate positions prior to the attack the
24 Machine Gun Platoon of‘Companw E was able to move quickly
into. an area where it could continue its supﬁort migsion, when
it was brought under fire, This prior planning resulted in
no casualties for the platoon in a sitmation, which could have
otherwise resulted in many casualties., It is normal for the

enemy to seek out sutomatic weapons, therefore, thls was taken

into account when the platoon position areas were selected.

Company G made good use of the 1nrormatiog'obtained from

" the patrol that was sent to Grassberg on 17 December. As was

later obaerved, what appeared to be a covered route to Grass-

berg was a death trap.

Heavy mechine guns, because of thelr gbility to accurate-
1y deliver a heavy volume of sustained fire, should be employ~
ed where they can cover the entire sector of the rifle come

pany they are to support. During this operation, the rifle
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compsnies advenced to the point where it was unsafe to empley
overhead fire, before they made contact with the enemy, Since
the guns could not provide adequate support from their initial
pesitlon areas, they were dlsplaced forward by echelon. This
insured that one platoeh of guns was covering the forward dis-
plecement of the other as well as providing Companies G and

E with protection from possible attacks from the flanks. As
the situatlion develeped, Company G could employ heavy guné
with its forward platoons esrly in the attack. Company E was
rsquired'to continue the operation without heavy machlne gun
support due to the fact that the battalion coumender ordered
the 24 Machine Gun Platoon to be employed with Compeny F to
cover the rear of the forward positions. It cannot be stated
whether or not a platoon of guns wifh Company E would have
influenced the action on thanbérg. Although the range and -
observation on Grassberg was limited, the heavy guns with
Company G did a good job. They were particularly sulited for
the mission to cover the demolition detall that blew the pllli-
box in front of G Company.

The 8l-mm mortars did a splendld job in supporting the
battalion, Their position area was too far back to support
the ettack beyond the objective, but to emplace them further
forward mesnt that smmunition would have to be hand carried,
up H111 412, since the top of the hill was the next plece
forward that they could have been set up. In additlien to
being ineccessable, 1t was undesirable to place the mortars on
H1ll 412, beceuse i1t would have been an easy matter for the

enemy to locate them. The mortar observation posts on H1l)
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412 provided a2 complete coverage over the greater part of

the battallion zone. With two forward observers with Company

@ and E, observation for the mortars was as complete as the
sltuation would permit. The high angle of fire of the 8l-mm
mortar makes it an excellent weapon for close in fires., Mor=
tar fire was delivered to Qithin a few yards of frontllne
troops with little danger to them. Once the fire was actually
pulled into G Compeny's pesition in order to stop a counter=-
attackes The soundness of thls action mlght be debatable.

I am of the opinion, however, that the situation should dictate
whether or not this 1s done. In this instance, I belleve that
it was justifiede btmaves .. .

Only four of the six 8l-mm mortars in the heavy weapons-
company were.employed for this operation. Experience hed taught
that 1n_the attack féur guns could fire all the ampmnltien
that could be supplied them by company means. This was found
to be baslely true in sﬁatic gituations,

Current tables of organization and equipment have correct=-
ed this deficlency. There are now four 8l-mm morters in the
heavy weapons company lnstead of slx as was the case at the
time of this operatlion.
| By using the 8l-sm moritars in battery, & greaber con~
centration of fire was quickly brought to bear on the enewmy
during counterattacks, In addition, this method of employ~
wment simplified the prodblem of ammmnition supply teo a great
degres. Company vehieles were able to dump loads of am-
mmnition in the platcoon position area at a point from where

all four guns were supplled.
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The deelslon to destroy all bunkers and plllboxes not
in use within the forward positions was sound. This denied
Infiltrating groups of the enemy the use of them, from which
to enipe at our people coming up from the rear.‘ This condi-

tion could have been eliminated to some degree had these

boxes been destroyed at the time 1t was diséoverad that they™
wore too many to be completely manned by the forward companles,
The soundness in the declsion of the battalion commander
to let Oompény E abandon the plllboxes and trenches captured
on 18 December end pull back on line with Company G is
questionable., Company E had teken these positions without
too mach gesistance and was in no immediate danger of belng
cut off from the fest of the battsalion. I% would have been
better to use part of Compsny F to move tﬁ the rear of Con-
pany E during the night of 1B Decembér in order to hold aill
the ground gained. This 1s borne out by the fact that it took
two days of fighting to regain these positions, which were

‘reocccupled by the enemy during the night of 18 December.

The company commsnder of Company E used very poor judg-
ment on 19 December when he assumed that tha.peaitions he had
sbendoned on 18 December were still unoceupied., Through his
unthoughtfulness, Company E was denled its three officers and
three enlisted men from about 1400 hours, 19 Pecember until
about 0900 hours, 20 December, while they were locked in a
pillbox, which was held by the enemy. This action could have
eliminatod them from the battslion permanently.

In constructing obstacles in s defensive position some

consideration should be glven to the counterattack plan. Ap=-
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parently the enemy had falled to take this factor into ac-
count, In each of the counterattacks sgalnst Company G on
Grassberg Hill, the Germans were forced to negotiate some of

their obstacles in order to get into G Compeny's position.

_During these counterattacks the enemy's obatacles actually

served as an adventage to Company G.

It 1s felt that at least one hot meal could have been
fed the battallon each day of the attack, except, possibly
the night of 18 Dgcemher. There ls nothing to dlaprove this
view, for as ra;fas I know, there wers no attempts made to
bring up hot food during the operation.

The establishment eof the aid station in & Company's area
was consldered to be an excellent solution to ﬁany of the
difficulties encountered in the front line companies relative
to care and treaﬁment of the wounded, This is offered, not
as scoepted procedure, but as a solutlon under the circum-
atances described.

While the battallion falled to capture 1ts objéctive, it
1s felt that many valueble lessons were learned end much in-
formation was geined in connection with this type of combat,
which could be applied to future operations under similar
conditions. The-price the battelion paid for this bit of
experience was 67 killed and wounded, Of this total, Company
H suffered only six men wounded, The casualty rate 1s not
considered to be excessive under the circumstances. (139)

It is impossible to estimate the casuslties inflicted
(139) A-12; Personal kmowledge.
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on the enemy by the battalion during this operation. The
enemy dead and wounded were not counted, There was a total
of 26 priscners taken from Grassberg and Hohenberg Hills
during the atteck, (140)

The supply problems were typical of most operations in
mountainouns terrsin, The resupply of ammnnition iz a major
coﬁaideration for heavy weapons Iin eny type of operation,
During the attack on Grassberg and Hohenberg Hills these con-
slderstions and problems were multiplieé several times, This
was teken into eccount prior to the attack and was off set
to a great degree by sending earnying partles forward with
smmunltion and supplies as soon as they were needed,

Demolitions should have been on hand in the battalion
on 18 December for use on plllboxes. Advance planning in |
thls regard would have saved time in the reduction of bunkers,
which had to be taken with orgeanic weapons of the battallen,

~ In my opinion, the heavy weapons company was employed
ccrradtly during thls operation. The 2druachine Gun Platoon
would have been in a better position from which it could cover
the battalion flenks hsd 1t been left on H1ll 412,

LES30NS

‘Many lessons were learned from thls operatiom of which

a Tew are submitted below:

2 At o

1. In oxrder to penetratqmgﬁiggg%f;gd”grg%ﬁguﬂ§mizan£!“Md,

must be narrow,
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e

(140) A-12; Personsl knowledge.
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2. Infonmation of the enemy and terrain must be

it ety i S WA L]

timﬁly, if it is to be used effectivaly.

5. Heavy machlne guns are excellent weapons for

e,
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hitn ip e

covering fires.

w— et
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4, Pillbaxea can belreduced by 1nfantry without tha

T

support of haaVy caliber guns designed for this purpose.

5+ Problems ef ammunitien resupply are often times
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1nereased several fold in mnuntainous cauntry.

6. Heavy machine guns can be knnekad,ant by small.

arms fire.'

m-u.

7. Alternate and supplementary pesitiona-are a8 mst

for machina guns. Lhaetical training shonld be so tharough

EIR Ao o

that this becomes second nature to machine gunnerg:)

8. Observation is one of the most important con-

P Y
8, 2 AP AR

siderations 1n tha employment of infaniry heavy weapons.

9, All 1nfantrym@n should know how to call for

and adjust mortar fire and all leaders should know how

© s - R Tk
e, o

to aall for and adjust artillery fire.

iimheiisinl S
10, The anamw will seek cut antomatle weapons,

This fact;;Aﬁﬁét be consldered when employing them.

11, Commanders of all echelons muat dispose them-
selves at éiace;qwhere thsy cen best influence the action,
This might woll be the spot where the most trouble is.

12, A good supply systgm is esasential to any operation.
/ldditional considerations mst be glven to the system when
/ the operation is over difficult terrsin end in a fortifled’
- erea, |

13, Where casualties cannot be evacuated within a
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reasonable perlod of time, prcvisions shculd be mede to
OOt D N )
care for %keam in the frentline Brogd.

E ey Ty

14, 1In seleoting observation posta, po-ition areas

B oA, LR et o

of automatic weapong mat ba takan into account. They

Lo o e R

should be so‘locatad that fires directed at other Inatal-
lations wlll not neutrallze them.

15. Gammmications a.nd personnel are two of the most

e AT e e s

‘ important factors in com}:atc

e

il aninen

16. “Ground gained Shﬂuld not be relinquiahed unless

[ F R L S

1t 1s essential to the operation.
17. 8l-mm mortars are potent weapons and can assiat
materially in changing the tide of battle.

18, By plotting mﬂrtar concentrations on the maps

—

of all eompany commanders pricr to an eperatien, mortar

il S oa

fire can be brought to bear on a target qulekly and acourats-

1y expenéing 8 minimmm of emmunition.
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